
Palm Beach County real estate broke 
its record for the most annual condo 
sales in only 10 months as October 2021 
sales totals pushed the market over the 
old standard, according to the MIAMI 
Association of Realtors (MIAMI) and the 
Multiple Listing Service (MLS) system. 

Palm Beach County total home sales 
decreased 13.1% year-over-year in 
October 2021, from 3,233 sales to 2,809 
because of lack of inventory and Covid19 
comps (stats are in comparison to 
major rebound demand last year). Palm 
Beach single-family home transactions 
decreased 19.1%, from 1,818 to 1,471. 
Palm Beach existing condo sales 
decreased 5.4%, from 1,415 to 1,338. 

Year-to-date, Palm Beach County 
has registered 15,189 existing condo 
sales in 10 months, which surpasses 
the previous annual record of 14,435 
transactions in the entire year of 2013.

Homebuyers in high-density, high-
tax markets continue purchasing homes 
in Palm Beach County. The South 
Florida lifestyle, the low taxes, the pro-
government structure, the new jobs and 
industries that are migrating here are 
all contributing to a high-demand, low-
supply market.

Palm Beach Luxury Market in 
Demand as Northeast and West Coast 

Buyers Move to Region
Palm Beach County single-family 

luxury ($1-million-and-up) transactions 
decreased 5.1% year-over-year to 204 
sales in October 2021. Palm Beach 
existing condo luxury ($1-million-and-
up) sales stayed even year-over-year at 
54 transactions.

There are 3.2 months of supply in 
luxury single-family homes; 3.1 months 
of supply in luxury condos. Luxury 
months of supply continues to trend 
downward for all property types, 
month-over-month, and year-over-year.

Palm Beach Cash Sales More than 
Double National Figure in October 2021

Cash sales represented 48.2% of Palm 
Beach closed sales in October 2021, 
compared to 40.3% in October 2020. 
About 24% of U.S. home sales are made 
in cash, according to NAR.
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Do you have an antique item and need more information? For a personal reply send 
a photo, history, size and any signatures with a self-addressed, stamped envelope and 
$25 to Anne Gilbert-Strawbridge, 1811 Renaissance Commons Blvd., #2319, Boynton 
Beach, FL 33426. 

Question: This tea cup 
and saucer were in my 
neighbor’s garage sale. 
When I held up the cup, 

a portrait of 
what looks 
like a Japanese 
Geisha girl 
appears. 

The seller 
said it was a 
“lithophane” 
she had found 

at an antique shop years 
ago. I had never seen 
anything like it. The price 
was five dollars.  

What can you tell me 
about lithophanes and 
value of my tea cup and 
saucer? 

Answer: Items with 
lithophanes first became 
popular in the 19th 
century.  

To make a lithophane, 
a wax image is carved. 
Then a plaster of Paris 
mold is made of it and 
porcelain paste is poured 
into the mold.  

It is then fired at a high 
temperature.  

Lithophanes have been 
made around the world 
and still are.  

Lithophanes on 
Japanese tea sets were 
popular before and after 
World War II.  

A collector could pay 
$70 or more for yours. 

Lithophane teas cup and 
saucer has owner intrigued 

Anne 
Gilbert
Antique 
Detective


