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14 and allow the legislative
committee to appoint his
successor. He did not com-
ment for this story but told
the South Florida Sun
Sentinel that “it was clear
that the Legislature’s pref-
erence was that someone
not serve more than 12
years.”

Four people applied to
replace Kelly, but three
withdrew their applications.
On Thursday, Michael Bar-
ry, a staff lawyer in the
Florida House of Repre-
sentatives, was the last to
withdraw. He had been
recommended by PSC
Commissioner Michael La
Rosa, a former legislator
appointed to the PSC by
Gov. Ron DeSantis with the
backing of the utility indust-
ry. 

La Rosa’s relationship
with Barry, and a letter that
he wrote criticizing the
Office of Public Counsel last
year has raised questions
about whether La Rosa
supports the independent

analysis of the OPC and its
staff. 

Now, consumer advocates
and legislators are raising
questions about whether the
office will remain independ-
ent enough to push for
lower rates in the face of
industry pressure. 

“This is a result of the
direct relationship to the
political power of the in-
vestor-owned utilities in
Florida,’’ said Layne Smith,
associate state director of
AARP Florida, which has
represented customers
before the PSC. 

In the last election cycle,
FPL was among the largest
contributors to legislative
campaigns with $3.1 million
in donations, according to
reports filed with the Florida
Division of Elections. In-
cluded in the 2020 contri-
butions was $1.5 million to
the Florida Republican
Senatorial Leadership Com-
mittee, headed by Senate
President Wilton Simpson,
R-Trilby, who was tasked
with securing the Repub-
lican majority in the Senate.
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to do their part to reduce the
spread of COVID-19, our
government continues to
work hard to ensure Cana-
da’s transportation system
remains safe,” said Minister
of Transportation Omar
Alghabra in a statement.
“Temporary prohibitions to
cruise vessels and pleasure
craft are essential to contin-
ue to protect the most vul-
nerable among our commu-
nities and avoid overwhelm-
ing our health care systems.
This is the right and respon-
sible thing to do.”

The ban will eliminate
cruises to Alaska, which stop
in Canadian ports to comply
with U.S. shipping laws. 

 A spokesperson for Mia-
mi-based Royal Caribbean

Canada announced
Thursday it is banning cruis-
es until Feb. 28, 2022.

The announcement by the
country’s transportation
ministry is a blow to the
already beleaguered cruise
industry, which has been
paralyzed since mid-March
when COVID-19 outbreaks
on many ships forced the
industry to shut down pas-
senger operations. In addi-
tion to banning cruises for
the next year, the Canadian
ministry warned citizens not
to take cruises outside the
country’s waters either.

“As Canadians continue

Group said the company is
getting in touch with affect-
ed passengers.

“We understand and
appreciate the Canadian
government’s focus on
combatting COVID-19,”
Jonathon Fishman said via
email. “The health and
safety of our guests, crew
and communities we visit is
our top priority. Royal Ca-
ribbean Group is ready to

work with health and trans-
portation officials on a path
forward to address the im-
pact on multiple sectors of
the Canadian economy.”

Miami-based Carnival
Corporation, the largest
cruise company in the
world, owns several Alaska
hotels. Spokesperson Roger
Frizzell said in a statement
the company plans to con-
tinue to operate its hotels in

Denali, Fairbanks and Kenai
for the summer season and
hopes the Canadian govern-
ment will rescind the cruis-
ing ban if pandemic condi-
tions improve.

“Given the unexpected
length of the order, it will
take us some time to assess
whether there are any op-
tions to preserve a portion of
the 2021 Alaska season,”
the statement said. “We will
be consulting authorities in
both the U.S. and Canada
before we take any addition-
al action.”

The U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention
lifted its ban on cruises in
October and replaced it with
a long list of conditions
that cruise companies must
meet in order to resume
passenger operations. On
Tuesday, Michael Rubin,
Florida Ports Council vice
president of governmental
affairs, told members of the
Florida Senate Transporta-
tion Committee that it could
take companies more than a
year to comply.
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