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OLD FORGE, PA.

Determined to keep
Pennsylvania in his column,
President Donald Trump
took the fight to Joe Biden’s
old backyard Thursday and
insisted his Democratic rival
would be the state’s “worst
nightmare” if elected presi-
dent.

In a particularly in-your-
face bit of campaign troll-
ing, Trump staged a small
rally just outside the former
vice president’s birthplace in
Scranton mere hours before
Biden was to formally ac-
cept the Democratic presi-
dential nomination.

The campaign framed
Trump’s speech as a review
of “a half-century of Joe
Biden failing America,” and
the location pointed to the
importance of Pennsylvania
as a battleground state.

“Joe Biden is no friend of
Pennsylvania — he is your
worst nightmare,” Trump
declared.

Biden was born in Scran-
ton but his family moved to
Delaware when he 10. 

“He’ll remind us that he

was born in Scranton, but
you know he left like 70
years ago, right?” Trump
asked.

Trump visited two other
battlegrounds — Wisconsin
and Arizona — as well as
Minnesota, one of the few
blue states from 2016 that
Trump’s team feels like he
may have a chance to flip
this fall. 

The so-called Blue Wall
of Pennsylvania, Michigan
and Wisconsin, meant to
provide Electoral College
insurance for Hillary Clin-
ton, instead all broke for

Trump by slim margins in
2016. He captured Penn-
sylvania by a mere 44,000
votes four years ago and has
since clashed with the
state’s Democratic governor
over efforts to reopen its
economy.

Trump returned to north-
eastern Pennsylvania, where
he did unexpectedly well in
2016, winning Luzerne
County and nearly winning
in Lackawanna County,
both of which have a solid
registration advantage for
Democrats. They bear the
hallmarks of Trump coun-

try: They are whiter, with
lower median incomes and
fewer people with college
degrees, than the rest of
Pennsylvania.

The number of GOP
registrations in Pennsylva-
nia has outpaced Democrats
this cycle and many political
observers believe the state,
which has many white,
older voters, could become
stronger for Republicans.
But Trump has trailed Bi-
den, whose team aims to
return Pennsylvania to the
blue column, where it had
been from 1992 until 2016.

To that end, Trump is
seeking to portray Biden as
out of touch with more
moderate and conservative
parts of the state, making
the argument that Biden is a
“puppet of the radical left.”

“If you want a vision of
your life under a Joe Biden
presidency, imagine the
smoldering ruins of Minnea-
polis, the violent anarchy of
Portland and the blood-
stained sidewalks of Chica-
go coming to every city and
town in America,” Trump
said.

The outdoor rally drew a
few hundred supporters.
Many, but not all, wore
masks and seats were lined
up closer than 6 feet apart,
the space recommended by
public health experts to
reduce the chance of trans-
mission of the coronavirus.
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President Donald Trump greets supporters Thursday at the
Wilkes-Barre Scranton (Pa.) International Airport. Trump
hopes to win Joe Biden’s home state again, as he did in 2016.

A federal judge on Thurs-
day rejected President Don-
ald Trump’s latest effort to
block the Manhattan district
attorney from obtaining his
tax returns, roundly dismis-
sing Trump’s arguments
that the prosecutor’s grand
jury subpoena was “wildly
overbroad” and issued in
bad faith.

The ruling by Clinton-
appointed Judge Victor
Marrero of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern
District of New York
marked another setback for
the president in his year-
long fight to block the sub-

poena. The conflict has
already reached the Su-
preme Court once and could
end up there again as
Trump’s lawyers quickly
filed papers saying he would
appeal. The legal wrangling
means an ultimate decision
is unlikely before the No-
vember elections.

The district attorney,
Cyrus R. Vance Jr., a Demo-
crat, has been seeking eight
years of Trump’s personal
and business returns and
other financial records as
part of an investigation into
the president’s business
practices.

The Supreme Court, in a
landmark decision last
month, denied Trump’s
initial argument that a sit-
ting president had immunity
from criminal investigation.
But that ruling opened the
door for the president to
return to the lower court in
Manhattan and raise other
objections to the subpoena.

Trump renewed his fight
with an argument that the
subpoena was seeking in-
formation far beyond the
jurisdiction of a local district
attorney. 

But in his decision, Mar-
rero dismissed the presi-

dent’s new objections, say-
ing that the judicial process
did not “automatically
transform into an incidence
of incapacitating harass-
ment and ill will merely
because the proceedings
potentially may implicate
the president.”

Soon after Marrero’s
decision was released, Wil-
liam Consovoy, a lawyer for
the president, filed an emer-
gency motion asking the
judge to bar Mazars USA,
the president’s accounting
firm, from turning over
Trump’s tax returns and
other financial records to
the prosecutors until Trump
can appeal.
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Trump must turn over tax returns to D.A., judge rules


